Audition Information for Next To Normal
Director:  Connie Troxel-Downer
Music Director:  Royce Phillips
Choreographer: Thomas Holt Kirkindoll

AUDITION DATES
Sunday, May 17 @ 6:30PM
Monday, May 18 @ 6:30PM
CALLBACKS: Wednesday, May 20 @ 6:30PM 

Please register online or arrive early enough to complete registration before auditions begin. Registration will open at 6:00.
Audition Sign Up:
https://signup.com/go/OfQJhZk

Audition Info Form:
https://www.cognitoforms.com/CenterForTheArtsInc/CFTANEXTTONORMALAuditionForm

 
Synopsis:
Next to Normal is a rock musical exploring a suburban family’s struggle with mental illness, the consequences of unresolved grief, and the intense strain of trying to appear “normal” when everything is falling apart.
The plot centers on Diana Goodman, a mother with bipolar disorder, her overwhelmed husband Dan, their brilliant but neglected daughter Natalie, and their perfect son, Gabe, who is not at all what he first appears to be.

Tech Week: August 16 – 20, 2026 
Show dates:  Fri-Sun August 21, 22, 23 AND 28, 29, 30 
Rehearsals: Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday 6:00 to 9:30
· Please bring any conflicts for any day from May 26 to August 30 to auditions with you and include them on your audition forms.  
· We cannot cast anyone with any conflicts for Tech Week or for any of the performance dates.

AUDITION DETAILS:
· Auditions will consist of vocal selections from the show and readings from the script. Everyone will sing and then some auditioners will be released and some will be asked to remain for readings. Again, everyone will sing, not everyone will read. Links to vocal selections and audition sides can be found at the bottom of this document. 
· All characters will be cast without consideration to race, ethnicity or gender identification. 
· This is a group audition. We will not be signing up for time slots. 
· There is not a dance call for this audition. 
· Please indicate clearly on your audition form if you are not able to attend callbacks on May 20th. 
Special Considerations:
· Due to the subject matter of the play, which includes mental health issues, drug use, and suicidality, we will not be casting anyone under the age of 18 for this production. In order to be cast, actors need to be 18 or older by the first rehearsal on May 26th.
· Actors should be aware that there is moderate physical intimacy including kissing and embracing between the characters of Dan and Diana, and Henry and Natalie. The director is a strong advocate for intimacy coaching in theatre and there will be rehearsals scheduled to choreograph this content, but that being said, if an actor is unwilling or unable to engage in this level of intimacy these roles would not be a good fit.
· This play deals with intense emotions and it is essential that we collaborate to create a safe space for our actors. Rehearsals will be closed to anyone other than performers, production staff and essential CFTA personnel.
CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS:
Diana - Early to Mid 40s: 
Vocal Range: G3 to F#5
Diana is an upper middle class woman with a family history of mental illness. After the death of her infant son 17 years ago, she spiraled into depression and anxiety and was eventually diagnosed as bi-polar. Unable to deal with her son’s death, Diana has engaged in elaborate hallucinations that center on her son Gabe still being alive. In her mind, he is now nearly 18 years old, about to graduate highschool and the perfect son. Beyond her mental illness, Diana is highly intelligent with a sharp and sarcastic sense of humor. She is aware of how her mental health is impacting her family and though she cares, her imagined relationship with Gabe has become almost addictive in nature and she cannot let him go. 

Dan - Early to Mid 40s:  
Vocal Range: Aflat2 to B4
Dan is a successful architect but his real full time career has become taking care of his wife Diana who’s severe bi-polar disorder causes her to be a danger to herself and to become nearly non-functional at times. Unlike Diana who cannot let their dead son go, Dan’s way of dealing with Gabe’s death has been to behave as though he never existed. Without meaning to, his insistence on acting as though everything is fine has actually hindered not only his own healing, but also Diana’s ability to grieve and let go. He cannot face his own grief and therefore is unable to support Diana in hers. 

Natalie - 16 years old: 
Vocal Range: G3 to G5
Natalie is Dan and Diana’s brilliant daughter. Raised in a home where she is overshadowed by the dead brother she never knew and where the focus is always on taking care of her mother, Natalie has become a perfectionist who has had to be very good at taking care of herself. She excels in both academics and music and hopes to attend Yale’s music program as an early admit so that she can remove herself entirely from this toxic situation. Natalie’s biggest fear is that she will one day deal with the same mental illness as her mother and grandmother and become a burdon to those who care for her. She longs to be loved by someone for who she really is, but is also driven to hide her true self out of the fear that she is too messed up to be truly worth loving.

Gabe - Almost 18 years old:
Vocal Range: B2 to C5
Gabe is many things within this play. He serves as a personification of Diana’s mental illness and a reflection of the families unprocessed grief. However, Gabe is also an entity within himself. In reality, Gabe died when he was 8 months old of an undiagnosed intestinal obstruction. But Diana’s refusal to acknowledge his death and Dan’s refusal to acknowledge his existence has trapped him in an emotional and psychological purgatory that he cannot escape from. It is painful for him to be here. He has taken on the attributes of a teenager from Diana’s mind, but in reality his growth stopped in infancy and he has neither the maturity or the mental resources to navigate this existance. His actions and behaviors are often driven by a child’s anger, pain and fear.

Henry - 17 years old
Vocal Range: G#2 to B4
Henry is Natalie’s classmate. He describes himself as “lazy, a loner, and a bit of a stoner”, but he his so much more than that. Henry is a bit of a sunny nihilist. He believes that the world is a pretty messed up place and that there really isn’t much point in trying to fix it, but rather than making him dark, this belief has caused him to become focused on the small joys of life and the present moment. Henry has been watching Natalie for 6 years and has fallen a bit in love with her along the way. He’s never approached her, probably because it has never occurred to him that someone like her would be interested in someone like him. Natalie's intense focus on perfectionism is in complete opposition to Henry’s laid back acceptance of the way things are. But for a girl who is afraid that her real self can never be loved, a boy who accepts without judgement that the world and everyone in it is broken might just be perfect. 

Dr. Fine - Mid 20s to 60s
Dr. Fine is Diana’s psychopharmacologist. He serves as a darkly humorous personification of the limitations of the mental health system and how woefully ineffective its treatment of mental health disorders can be. 
(Played by the same actor who plays Dr. Madden)

Dr. Madden - Mid 20s to 60s
Vocal Range: A2 to A4
Dr. Madden is known as a “rock-star” doctor by many of his patients. He risks a great deal in agreeing to treat Diana without using medication and is initially the only person in the play that gives Diana autonomy and respects her wishes. Unfortunately, he underestimates how powerful and pervasive Gabe’s presence is in Diana’s mind and this leads to a tragic event. Faced with the reality of the depth of Diana’s illness, Dr. Madden pivots to more traditional methods, even going so far as to collude with Dan to get Diana to undergo ECT.
(Played by the same actor who plays Dr. Fine)

VOCAL SELECTION LINKS:
Please choose the vocal selection for the character you are auditioning for. If you are auditioning for more than one role, please choose the vocal selection for the character that is your first choice ONLY. 

DIANA:
If Diana is your first choice, you may choose to focus on either of the two choices below, but should familiarize yourself with both as we may ask for more.

You Don’t Know
Score:  Diana #1 - Music - You Don’t Know.pdf
MTI Track: Diana #1 - MTI Recording - You Don’t Know.m4a
Pro Soundtrack: Diana #1 - Soundtrack Recording - You Don’t Know.m4a

I Miss the Mountains
Score: Diana #2 - Music - I Miss The Mountains - Bridge to End.pdf
MTI Track: Diana #2 - MTI Recording - I Miss the Mountains - Bridge to End.m4a
Pro Soundtrack: Diana #2 - Soundtrack Recording - I Miss the Mountains.m4a

Dan:
If Dan is your first choice, you will be asked to sing I Am the One. You should also familiarize yourself with Light in the Dark as we may ask to hear more.
I Am the One
Score: Dan #1 - I Am The One.pdf
MTI Track: Dan #1 - MTI Recording.m4a
Pro Soundtrack: Dan#1 - Soundtrack Recording - I am the One.m4a

Light in the Dark
Score: Dan #2 Music - Light In The Dark.pdf
MTI Track: Dan #2 - MTI Recording - Light in the Dark.m4a
Pro Soundtrack: Dan #2 - Soundtrack Recording - Light in the Dark.m4a

Natalie:
If Natalie is your first choice, you will be asked to sing Everything Else.

Everything Else
Score: Natalie - Audition Cut - Everything Else.pdf
MTI Track: Natalie - MTI Recording - Everything Else.m4a
Pro Soundtrack: Natalie Soundtrack Recording Cut.m4a

Gabe:
If Gabe is your first choice, you will be asked to sing I’m Alive.
I’m Alive
Score: Gabe - Audition Cut - I’m Alive - M43-112.pdf
MTI Track: Gabe MTI Audition Cut with 6 measure lead-in.m4a
Pro Soundtrack: Gabe Soundtrack Recording Cut.m4a

Henry:
If Henry is your first choice, you will be asked to sing Perfect for You.
Perfect for You
Score: Henry - Audition Cut - Perfect for You - M11 - M99.pdf
MTI Track: Henry - MTI Recording Audition Cut.m4a
Pro Soundtrack: Henry Soundtrack Recording Cut.m4a

Dr. Madden:
If Doctor Madden is your first choice, you will be asked to sing Make up Your Mind. As this is a cut of the song, Music Director Royce Phillips will be accompanying rather than playing the MTI Track.
Make Up Your Mind
Score: Dr. Madden Audition Cut.pdf
Piano Track: Dr. Madden - Piano Track for “Make Up Your Mind” audition cut.m4a
Pro Soundtrack: Dr. Madden - Soundtrack Recording.m4a

AUDITION SIDES
If you are kept for readings, you may be asked to read from any or from all of the selections that include your preferred characters.

Diana _ Dan.pdf
Diana _ Dr. Madden.pdf
Diana _ Gabe.pdf
Diana _ Natalie.pdf
Natalie _ Henry.pdf

Feel free to reach out with questions about the audition process or material.

Connie Downer - Director: cdowner33@gmail.com
Royce Phillips - Music Director: royce6.phillips@gmail.com
Heather Steele  - CFTA Program Director heather@boroarts.org 

